
A	 few	 days	 after	 Extinction	 Rebellion's	 'September
Rebellie',	 our	 colleagues	 from	 youth	 striker	 group
Fridays	 For	 Future	 have	 called	 for	 a	 'Global	 Climate
Action	 Day'	 on	 Friday	 September	 25th.	 All	 over	 the
world,	 demonstrations	 and	manifestations	 have	 been
planned,	 all	 observing	 local	COVID-19	measures.	 As
we	have	already	seen	at	the	Climate	strike	in	April,	the
current	 pandemic	 has	 forced	 us	 to	 find	 new	ways	 of
protest.	It	sparked	a	new	wave	of	digital	activism,	that
is	 more	 accesible	 on	 the	 one	 hand,	 but	 feels	 less
impactful	 on	 the	 other.	 Now,	 September	 25th,	 is	 the
first	 worldwide	 action	 day,	 offering	 physical	 events
where	 possible.	 Check	 this	 map	 for	 an	 overview	 of
activities	by	Fridays	For	Future	NL,	and	follow	this	link
to	a	'bicycle	demonstration'	in	Amsterdam.

Do	you	also	want	to	inspire	the	next	generation
in	making	our	environment	and	lifestyle	greener,
more	 sustainable	 and	 most	 of	 all	 more	 fun?
Perhaps	 you	 are	 already	 communicating	 this
message	to	your	students,	but	would	 like	to	do
the	 same	 for	 younger	 students	 in	 a	 broader
sense?	Contact	Planeet	in	Actie	and	become	a
guest	teacher!
	
At	Planeet	 in	 Actie,	 teenagers	 aged	 10	 to	 14,
starting	 at	 primary	 school	 (groep	 7)	 and	 up	 to
high	school	 (2e	 jaar),	 take	direct	action	 in	 their
own	 environment.	 Through	 interactive	 lessons,	 they	 learn	 about	 subjects	 like	 the	 circular
economy,	pollution,	global	warming,	and	 landscape	restoration.	 In	 the	classroom	and	at	home
they	undertake	projects,	challenges,	and	conduct	experiments.	They	do	this	under	the	guidance
of	a	guest	teacher,	as	well	as	their	own	teacher.	The	guest	teacher	of	Planeet	in	Actie	visits	their
class	twice.
	
Planeet	 in	 Actie	 commits	 to	 a	 positive	 message.	 Students	 come	 in	 contact	 with	 positive
examples	and	learn	how	much	difference	one	person	can	make	if	we	work	together.

For	now,	Planeet	in	Actie	is	looking	for	Dutch-speaking	guest	teachers	only,	but	they	are	slowly
expanding	 their	 efforts	 beyond	 the	Dutch	 borders.	 Interested	 in	 becoming	 a	 guest	 teacher	 or
being	 involved	 in	 the	 initiative	 in	 any	 other	 way?	 Check
out:	www.planeetinactie.nl/gastdocentgezocht	or	send	an	email	to	info@planeetinactie.nl.

Global	 heating	 and	 environmental	 degradation	 have	 led
to	 forest	 fires,	 global	 pandemics	 and	 the	 melting	 of	 the	 ice
caps;	 they	 also	 necessitate	 a	 societal	 transition	 towards
sustainability.	 In	 this	 transition,	new	roles	and	 responsibilities
are	 constantly	 being	 developed.	 Institutions	 will	 have	 to	 be
rethought	and	institutional	mandates	redefined.

Together	 with	 Sanli	 Faez	 from	 Utrecht	 University,	 the
Democratische	Academie	Groningen	will	discuss	what	the	role
of	the	university	is	in	the	upcoming	shift	towards	a	sustainable
society.	In	doing	so,	they	will	focus	on	a	number	of	key	issues.

Can	 the	 university	 be	 a	 sustainability	 champion?	 What	 would	 such	 a	 role	 entail?	 Does	 this
necessitate	 a	 societal	 repositioning?	 Might	 this	 lead	 to	 a	 balancing	 act	 between	 academic
freedom	and	autonomy	and	the	responsibility	to	react	to	and	shape	current	events?

Furthermore,	how	should	sustainability	be	included	into	the	curriculum?	Should	the	focus	lie	on
interdisciplinarity?	Should	these	courses	be	open	to	the	broader	public?	

Lastly,	there	will	be	a	discussion	with	the	participants	on	how	students	may	help	to	achieve	this
important	 shift.	 We’ll	 brainstorm	 on	 concrete	 steps,	 actions	 and	 engagement	 with	 student
activism	to	make	the	university	a	sustainability	champion.The	online	seminar	will	take	place	on
October	 2nd	 at	 18:30.	 The	 event	 (English)	 will	 be	 held	 online	 due	 to	 the	 current	 restrictions
(more	information	-	Facebook).

Currently,	 there	 are	 local	 groups	 active	 in	 Amsterdam,	Delft,	 Nijmegen
and	Utrecht.	 If	 you	wish	 to	get	 involved	 (or	 start	 your	own	 local	group)
contact	us	and	we'll	get	back	to	you	shortly.

Finally,	 check	out	our	website,	 or	 follow	us	 on	Facebook,	 Instagram	or
Twitter	 where	 we	 will	 be	 sharing	 national	 and	 international	 news
regarding	the	role	of	scientists	in	times	of	the	climate	crisis.
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A	Fridays	For	Future	rally	in	Berlin	in	the	times	of	COVID-19.	Photo	by	Leonhard	Lenz.

Editorial	Scientists4Future	Utrecht
‘How	will	this	impact	our	lives?	Or	our	families	and	loved	ones?	Or	our	jobs?	What	measures	do
I/we/the	government	need	to	take	to	prevent	worse	outcomes?	Why	is	nobody	worried?’

These	questions	seem	to	be	on	everybody’s	mind	nowadays,	mostly	related	to	the	impact	of	the
SARS-CoV-2	 pandemic.	 But	 if	 you’re	 reading	 this	 newsletter,	 these	 questions	 have	 probably
been	worrying	you	a	 lot	 longer	with	 respect	 to	 the	climate	and	biodiversity	crises.	And	 though
the	 year	 is	 only	 half	 over,	 it	 already	 has	 shown	 us	 grisly	 glimpses	 of	 what	 is	 to	 come	 if
countermeasures	are	not	ramped	up.

2020	started	with	horrific	bushfires	in	Australia,	killing	dozens	of	people,	millions	of	animals	and
destroying	 thousands	 of	 square	 kilometers	 of	 unique	 habitat.	 At	 the	 time	 we	 were	 already
getting	some	news	out	of	China	about	a	new	coronavirus	and	its	potential	impact.	But	it	wasn’t
until	 SARS-CoV-2	 quickly	 travelled	 around	 the	 world	 and	 impacted	 all	 our	 lives	 in	 ways
unimaginable	 only	 a	 year	 earlier,	 that	 the	 danger	 of	 pandemics	 was	 enforced	 on	 us.	 As
humanity	increasingly	encroaches	on	natural	habitats	and	comes	into	contact	with	new	viruses,
such	 pandemics	 may	 occur	 more	 and	 more	 frequently.	 And	 while	 CO2	 emissions	 dropped
because	of	grounded	airplanes,	reduced	traffic	and	diminished	industrial	activities,	 the	amount
of	 plastic	 waste	 due	 to	 disposable	 masks	 and	 other	 personal	 protection	 equipment	 rose
exponentially,	creating	its	own	set	of	problems.	

We	started	our	summer	holidays	as	one	of	the	driest	summers	on	record	and	many	heat	records
were	 broken	 in	August.	 Average	 temperatures	 in	 de	Bilt	were	 3	 degrees	 above	 the	 average.
Farther	 away	 from	 home,	 the	 Greenland	 ice	 sheet	 melt	 has	 passed	 its	 point	 of	 no	 return...
Currently,	California	 is	 engulfed	 in	 fires	 and	meteorologists	 are	predicting	 the	worst	 hurricane
season	on	record.	While	not	all	of	these	are	directly	linked	to	a	warming	earth,	extreme	weather
events	are	getting	more	and	more	likely.	

But	 if	 the	 current	 situation	 has	 shown	 us	 anything,	 it	 is	 that	 governments	 and	 societies	 can
adjust	 their	 routines	 rapidly.	 Indeed,	 the	way	we	 live	and	work	already	seems	 to	be	changing
enduringly	 in	 response,	 with	more	 and	more	 companies	 reconsidering	 their	 flying	 habits	 and
people	wanting	to	remain	working	from	home	at	least	part-time.	Humanity	is	flexible,	and	now	is
the	 time	 to	 harness	 this	 flexibility	 and	 make	 lasting	 changes	 to	 fix	 the	 growing	 climate	 and
ecological	crises.

Just	 before	 the	 start	 of	 the	academic	 year,	 on	August	 22nd,	we	 'celebrated'	Earth	Overshoot
Day,	 the	date	when	humanity’s	demand	 for	ecological	 resources	and	services	 in	a	given	year
exceeds	what	Earth	can	regenerate	in	that	year.	This	was	the	same	date	as	in	2012	and	almost
three	weeks	later	than	last	year,	when	it	fell	on	July	29th.	While	this	is	a	hopeful	sign	that	we	can
turn	the	tide	on	both	the	climate	as	well	as	ecological	crises,	we	need	to	keep	up	the	pressure	to
actually	sustain	these	changes.	To	use	Mathis	Wackernagel's	words,	we	need	to	push	back	the
Earth	Overshoot	date	by	design,	not	by	disaster.

S4F	Team	Utrecht

Global	Climate	Action	Day	(September	25th)

Klimaat	Helpdesk
How	will	climate	change	affect	the	Netherlands?	Are	school	strikes	for	climate	legal?	What	can	I
do	as	a	citizen	to	stop	climate	change?	These	are	just	a	few	questions	people	are	asking	when
they	start	thinking	about	the	consequences	of	climate	change.
	
Have	 you	 ever	 tried	 finding	 an	 answer	 to	 these	 questions	 based	 on	 the	 latest	 scientific
evidence?
	
Whether	 you	 are	 a	 high	 school	 student	 worried	 about	 climate	 change,	 a	 parent	 of	 such	 a
student,	or	just	interested	yourself,	it	is	often	difficult	to	find	reliable	answers	to	such	questions.
Sure,	you	can	ask	Google	or	Wikipedia	for	help,	but	before	you	know	it	you	fall	down	a	rabbit
hole	 while	 clicking	 links.	 And	 the	 content	 at	 the	 bottom	 is	 often	 less	 than	 trustworthy	 or
contradictory	and	frequently	requires	an	extensive	knowledge	of	English.	

In	a	perfect	world,	 there	would	be	a	website	where	your	questions	are	answered	precisely	by
real,	verifiable	scientists,	in	plain	language	and	in	Dutch.	Unfortunately,	such	a	website	did	not
exist.		

A	few	members	of	Scientists4Future	NL	joined	forces	with	the	Utrecht	Young	Academy	to	initiate
the	 "Klimaat	 Helpdesk",	 a	 website	 where	 anyone	 can	 ask	 questions	 regarding	 climate	 and
climate	change.	These	questions	are	answered	in	an	accessible	language	by	renowned	experts
in	 the	 field	and	pass	 through	a	peer-review	process.	Our	volunteers	have	collected	questions
from	 high	 school	 students	 as	well	 as	 the	 general	 public	 and	 are	 currently	 in	 the	 progress	 of
gathering	 answers	 for	 them.	 Though	 still	 in	 the	 initial	 stages	 of	 the	 project,	 we	 are	 close	 to
launching	 a	 professionally	 developed	 	 website.	We	 expect	 to	 officially	 launch	 this	 website	 in
October.	 To	 present	 accessible	 and	 well-researched	 answers	 we	 depend	 on	 the	 help	 from
volunteer	experts	and	scientists!	Are	you	interested	in	joining	the	active	team	behind	the	Klimaat
Helpdesk?	We	are	still	looking	for:	
Helping	 hands	 behind	 the	 scenes	 –	 collecting	 questions	 and	 answers,	 keeping	 in	 contact
with	our	users,	adding	new	content	
Experts	 in	all	 fields,	 from	law	&	psychology	to	physics	&	geography,	 to	help	us	answer	 the
questions	

	
Please	 drop	 us	 an	 email	 at	 helpdesk@scientists4future.nl	 if	 you	 want	 to	 join	 our	 roster	 of
experts.	Please	mention	what	kind	of	questions	you	would	feel	comfortable	answering.	

No	 time	 to	 join	 our	 helping	 hands	 or	 experts?	 Any	 support	 in	 spreading	 the	 word	 about	 this
initiative	is	highly	appreciated,	so	tell	the	young	members	of	your	family,	friends	and	colleagues!
Or	submit	your	own	question	to	Klimaat	Helpdesk!

S4F	Meet	&	Greet
Have	 you	 been	 wanting	 to	 get	 involved	 with	 Scientists4Future	 NL,	 but	 don't	 know	 where	 to
start?	Curious	 about	 the	 current	 projects	 that	 are	 running	 behind	 the	 scenes?	Want	 to	 share
your	perspective	on	how	climate	action	and	academia	go	together?

Join	our	online	Meet	&	Greet	on	October	10th.	More	details	will	be	announced	later,	so	keep
an	eye	out	on	our	website,	socials	(Twitter,	Facebook,	Instagram)	and	spread	the	word!

Wanted:	Guest	teachers	for	‘Planeet	in	Actie’

Young	Women	of	Geoscience	-	‘Picture	a	Scientist’
Young	 Women	 of	 Geoscience	 (YWOG)	 aims	 to	 create	 an	 equal	 and	 inclusive	 working
environment	 for	women	 at	 the	 university.	 They	 support	 young	 female	 researchers	 to	 develop
further	 by	 providing	 workshops,	 meetings	 with	 role	 models,	 discussions	 and	 networking
sessions.	 They	 are	 now	 hosting	 a	 virtual	 screening	 of	 the	 documentary	 called	 Picture	 a
Scientist	which	follows	the	 journey	of	 three	female	scientists.	The	film	is	available	to	watch	on
your	own	during	the	22nd	and	23rd	of	September.	They	will	then	host	a	panel	discussion	on	the
24th	 (panel	 list	 available	 on	 their	 website).	 Open	 to	 everyone,	 feel	 free	 to	 register	 (more
information).

Collaboratively	working	on	super	wicked	problems
like	climate	change
In	 the	 June	newsletter	 we	mentioned	 the	 problem	 analysis	 templates	 on	Wikiversity.org.	 The
idea	 is	 to	 collaboratively	 draft	 environmental	 emergency	 plans	 which	 not	 only	 describe	 and
analyse	 “super	 wicked	 problems”	 such	 as	 climate	 change,	 but	 also	 propose	 fundamental
changes	and	actual	steps	to	take.	The	templates	invite	you		to	state	causes	of	a	problem	(down
to	 the	 root	 cause),	 formulate	 and	 reconsider	 the	 goal	 to	 be	 reached	 if	 the	 problem	would	 be
solved,	 and	 propose	 and	 discuss	measures	 to	 reach	 that	 goal.	 For	more	 information	 contact
Arnold	Bomans.

Food	and	climate	change
There	does	not	 seem	 to	be	one	satisfactory	answer	 to	 the	question	of	 how	we	should	 tackle
climate	 change.	 Stop	 flying?	 Insulate	 your	 house?	Vote	 for	 a	 new	world	 order?	Even	 though
there	might	not	be	one	best	option,	there	is	something	we	all	need	to	do	to	survive	–	eat.	We	all
know	to	a	certain	extent	that	the	food	choices	we	make	all	have	a	different	impact	on	the	climate
and	the	environment.

Last	week,	CarbonBrief	started	a	week-long	special	series	in	which	they	examine	the	complex
topic	 of	 food	 and	 climate	 change.	 In	 several	 articles,	 interactives	 and	Q&As,	 they	 assembled
and	explained	the	latest	scientific	findings	and	expert	opinions	on	the	climate	impact	of	our	food
consumption.	One	 interactive	 article	 answered	 several	 questions	 on	 the	 emissions	 related	 to
eating	 meat	 and	 dairy	 –	 and	 became	 quite	 popular	 on	 social	 media.	 Another	 clear
interactive	 showed	 how	 climate	 change	 threatens	 the	 world’s	 different	 traditional	 dishes.
Carbonbrief	offers	 the	views	of	 several	experts	on	 the	 impacts	of	 current	global	diet	 shifts	on
climate	change	in	this	Q&A.	And	last	Thursday,	a	webinar	was	hosted	discussing	the	question
‘Do	we	need	to	stop	eating	meat	and	dairy	to	tackle	climate	change?’	(short	answer:	yes).

Many	universities	and	 institutions	have	set	ambitious	sustainable	goals,	but	 there	 is	often	 little
attention	to	food	choices,	even	though	it	can	have	a	great	impact	(beef	consumption	accounts
for	~6%	of	global	emissions).	Armed	with	this	knowledge,	Scientists4Future	Utrecht	has	set	out
plans	for	a	campaign	to	ban	beef	from	the	university	canteens.	Because	of	current	regulations,
most	 canteens	 are	 closed	 anyways,	 so	 we	 have	 time	 to	 work	 out	 the	 details.	 More	 info	 will
follow,	and	contact	us	if	you	have	similar	plans!

Greenhouse	gas	savings	potential	from	the	global	adoption	of	various	diets.	Source:	CarbonBrief

The	University	and	the	Anthropocene	(October	2nd)

Upcoming	events
		
September	22,	2020	-	National	meeting	Scientists4Future	Netherlands	-	online
	
September	22,	23	(screening)	&	24	(panel	discussion),	2020	-	Young	Women	of
Geoscience	-	‘Picture	a	Scientist’	-	online	-	more	information
	
September	25,	2020	-	Global	Climate	Action	Day	by	Fridays	For	Future	-	more
information
	
October	2,	2020	-	The	University	and	the	Anthropocene	-	Discussion	by	Democratische
Academie	Groningen	-	online	-	more	information
	
October	10,	2020	-	Online	Meet	&	Greet	Scientists4Future	NL

Local	groups

Scientists4Future	NL
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